


COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER, 
ee 








, << 


4 VoL. 65.—No. 9.] LONDON, SATURDAY, Marca 2, 1828. [Price 7d, 








misery and degradation. 1 have also 
f. =. shown, that the real cause of this great 
ly : évil is to be found in Acts originating in 

: 7 the House of Commons, and creating so 
great a demand for taxes from the peo- 
. ple as to deprive them of the means of 
‘ honest existence. It remains for me, in 

; ‘ But, gentlemen, landowners and farmers, this third and last Lecture, to REME. 
nF «be reasonable gentlemen! You have had | My Opinion with regard to the RE E- 
‘what you wished for: you have prevented, DIES which ought to be applied to this 
«¢ thus far, reform in England; you have re- | mass of national evil. 


: «‘ stored legitimacy in France; and you are I am aware that there are some per- 
oy ‘« now giving adrubbing to the Yankees : and 


re ‘¢ will you not PAY for this? Do you think, sons, and I think it likely that you may 
J « that the soldiers and sailors and contractors | be of the number, who think that we 


‘*« and commissaries and pursers and paymas- }»ow see the worst ; that things may pos- 


3 ‘* ters and purveyors and barrack-people are | .; aie z 
“not to be PAID for gratifying you? You sibly remain much about as they a> 


20 « hugza at the granting of an immense sum | but that no worse state of things is at all 
27 ‘to LORD WELLINGTON; you almost) likely to arise. This, if you adopt it, 
| ‘* kiss the shoes of the gallant Duke ; you are | you will find to be a most fatal error. 
29 ; 


‘* ready to cram your fists down the throats of an : a 
** those who do not feel disposed \to bawl as Things CARO TOMAS RS they mee they 


a4 “loud as yourselves. Grant! Yes, gentle- |™ust alter for the better or for the 
22 “men; but, what is the grant without the| worse. The magistrates say, that, un- 
48 “ money? A grant does not mean words. Pa- | less a remedy be applied, thieving, for 


44 ** laces and splendid equipages and pleasure- instance, must go on increasing - and 
, 36 “grounds and ample domains are not made : / - 


ow “of parchment. 1t is money; money, good | 48 We have now plenty of felons of nine 
“centlemen, that the grant means; and jae of age, we shall, of course, soon 
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‘ya ‘« whence is the money to come, but out of the | have felons of four or five years of age. 
** taxes ? Whence are the taxes to come, but, hen the parents hav 
1d. ** in part, at least, out of your pockets? And, W — e not food to put 


od. “‘as it is in the nature of taxes to produce into the mouths of their children ; and 
‘< poverty and misery, what right have you, when the overseer will not furnish them 
‘‘ above all men living, to complain of bear- | with food for that purpose, they will not 


r all “‘ing your share of that poverty and mi-| gee them starve, they will not. sa r 
ad- Pg Ms 5 age Vol, xxvi. September Staney and his Bill-wr hat esha ie 
Od. at, . . . - : 

“ their children lie down and receive the 





baa extreme unction, and quietly go under 


To rz DUKE or WELLINGTON, |Scrd' with’ recard to” Irelond. thet the 


On the Remedies which ought now to| people there, were, by hundreds, detected 
be applied. in stealing sea-weed from the fields 
(which had been spread as manure) for 
Lecture LL., AND THE LAST. the purpose of eating that sea-weed to 
| irs satisfy their hunger. It is safe’ 


_ Barn-Elm Farm, 27 Feb. 1928,| Tecord, with regard to that ed 
e My Lorp Duxe, a country, that the main part of the inha- 
Ix the two foregoing Lectures, which | bitants of whole parishes had, at one and 

4 all the terrible innovations in the laws of | the same time, received the extreme unc- 
“y England have not, as yet, deprived me| tion; that is to say, the last step in the 


of the legal right of addressing you, 1} ghostly tion for death, that death 
have not only endeavoured to oe but} being Seaapen in 

od. T have actually shown, that the country {of a want. 

St is in a state of me WRITES (5 








: 






























































259 


thousand men, and their horses, we 
kept up, and were, of course, feeding 
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the passing of the Poor-laws of Elizabeth, 
eleven different Acts were actually pass. 


upon the corn and meat of that unhappy | ed, with a view of obtaining relief for 
country. Our grand-children (for the | the people; in other words, with a view 


system will not reach them) who will | 
read this, would certainly exclaim, that | 
it must be a lie, were I not to state dis- 
tinctly that the facts are all recorsed in 
reports made to the House of Commons, 
and that, too, by committees of that 
Liouse. The same reports state, that, 
inmany cases, throughout that miserable 
land, girls innumerable and even grown- 
up women, were existing in a state of 
perfect destitution of clothes; that they 
lived in this state among boys and men ; 
and that, so common was the case, that 
it appeared to excite little or no horror 
in the rich. 
Now, my Lorp Duxzg, let it, in the 
first place, be distinctly remembered, 
that this state of things did not arise 
under a government of * designing” and 
** disaffected men”; that it did not arise 
under a Radical Parliament; but under 
that very House of Commons, which 
Mr, Rostnson told us was the very best 
in the whole world, and which, there- 
fore, stood in need of no reforming. 
Arise under whomsoever it might, how- 
ever, this is a state of things which will 
never exist in ENGLAND, which has 
no country greater than herself close in 
her neighbourhood, to be ready, at all 
moments, to overlay her and to make 
her people sink down into the state of 
brutes. The people of England never 
would have submitted to the Reforma- 
tion and its concomitants, had not the 
poor-laws been introduced; and it is 
very clear, that those laws would have 








been introduced much sooner than the 
were, had not the Protestant holders of 
church property continued to afford, in 


some degree, that relief, to afford which | E 


in sufficiency, made part of the Catholic 
religion, This was actually the case ; 
but, by degrees, the labouring classes 
were deprived of this relief ; and, it bei 
found difficult to compel the new holders 
of chureh property to afford a sufficiency 
of relief, it was necessary to.pass the 
poomayrs,. , as the period was 

years) between the 











y | very few in number com 


of keeping them quiet, and from undoing 
the Reformation. All palliatives were, 
however, found ineffectual; anc, at last, 
came a general law, imposing a com- 
pulsory collection for the constant and 
invariable relief of the poor. It wasa 
law of necessity : the people would have 
the relief: they would not be starved : 
the practice of their forefathers told them 
that they had a right for relief ; all laws, 
human and divine, guaranteed it to 
them; but they obtained it, only be- 
cause it was clearly seen, that they would 
have torn the new system to pieces, ifit 
were longer withheld trom them. 

Read the * Prorestanr Rerorma- 
tion,” my Lorp Duxe. For only about 
the amount of four or five days’ pay for 
a common foot soldier you will have all 
the history of this most interesting event ; 
and you will there learn, too, that the 
same poor-laws would have been, and 
must have been, extended to Ireland, if 
Elizabeth had pot had at her command 
the resources, and also the prejudices, of 
England, wherewith to overlay Ireland. 
Now then, my Lorp Dvxs, here is quile 
sufficient reason for not deciding that 
the English are to be expected to starve 
quietly, merely because the House of 
Commons has obtained complete proof 
that the Irish so starve. There may be, 
and there are, some and even many in- 
stances, in which innocent and even in- 
dustrious individuals, haye, of late years, 
been starved to death in England. But, 
these instances are partial; they are 
red with the 
whole number of the people. Never will 
you see a whole parish of the people of 
ngland quietly yield up their breath 
under the pangs of hunger. They will 
have food, by one means or an other; 
and if the Bill, which the newspapers 


ng | ascribed to Mr. Suaney, and which was 


described as taking all relief from per- 
sons able to work; if this Bill were 
passed to-morrow, that which is now, 
that scanty portion which assistant over- 
seers and select vestries and contractors 








for the keeping of poor-houses ; if this 
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anty portion of relief, which is now!exists “ a servile war” in every part of 


tracted from these were withheld, 
suble the amount of it would be taken, 
» next day, by acts, which are deno- 
inated thefts. 
And where are the means of suppress- 
¢ these thefts? We are not here talking 
“robbers and thieves, who rob and 
jeve for gain, or from idleness: we 
» not talking of the exception, but of 
> rule; we are not talking of the few, 
nt of the many: not of the hundreds, 
tofthe millions. It is not here a fac- 
bus party, or an insurrection to be sup- 
essed ; itis the great mass of the peo- 
e; and, if what the magistrates of 
Varwickshire, and, indeed, of all the 
er counties, say, be true, we are ap- 
roaching very fast towards that state of 
ings which is a great deal more peril- 
s than a civil war, though that is 
erilous enough. We already see 
oachers assemble in companies far sur- 
assing in number a captain’s company 
h a standing army. We already see 
bem assemble in such force as to set at 
epfiance every thing but the bayonet. 
hy are we not to see bands of men 
ho will find for themselves some other 
ppellation than that of thieves, openly’ 
hvading the property of the ricki? There 
no reason why the thing should not 
> this length, if, as the magistrates 
ssert, the number of convicted thieves 
as more than doubled during the last 
bn years. It is no exaggeration-to sup- 
ose, that, for every felon that is con- 
cted, twenty, if not fifty, felonies are 
jommitted ; and in the correctness of this 
Stimate every farmer and every trades- 
han will concur. 
In the House of Lords, on the 15th 
stant, it was stated, and not contra- 
icted, that the country people were now 
ecome, generally speaking, a mass of 
oachers and thieves; that there is no 
buger any fear of the magistrate or of 
e law; that punishment has lost all 
8 usual effects in the way of example ; 
nat no’ species of property is safe in 
y village, however small; that the 
bourers of the farms now assemble in 
inds, and commif their spoliations in 
pen day-light: and, in short, to use the 
ords of Lorp Cuirpen, there now 


the country! Never, my Lorp Dune, 
did I read any thing with greater de- 
light, with pleasure coming more directly 
from the heart, than I read these decla- 
rations in the House of Lords! And, if 
I be asked, WHY ¢ here isthat WHY! 
In that REPORT, which a secret Com- 
mittee of the unreformed House sent in 
by Castlereagh as the grounds of that 
Bill, which opened the dungeons to so 
many, and which drove ME into exile ; 
in that Report, which represented all 
the discontents of the people to have 
been caused by ‘ designing men” and 
by ‘ cheap publications”; in that Re- 
port, which charged these publications 
with spreading abroad seditious and ir- 
religious principles, and thereby causing 
deluded manufacturers to commit out- 
rages ; in that Report, which was what 
I have not words to describe, the Com- 
mittee had the ““ GREAT SATISFAC- 
TION ” to observe, that “ scarcely any 
“of the AGRICULTURAL popula- 
* tion had lent themselves to the projects 
“ of the disaffected”’! Well: the dun-. 
geons opened their jaws and received 
their unaccused victims: the fetters and 
the chains rattled ; every base and cruel 
miscreant in the country chuckled for 
joy ; the cheap publications were extin- 
guished ; the meetings of the people were 
suppressed ; it became banishment for 
life even to speak disrespectfully of 
those who made the laws! And, you 
have NOW a “ SERVILE WAR”! 
If there be a man amongst the victims 
of 1817 who does not hear of this with 
delight, he is a slave in his heart; if he 
feel the delight and suppress an expres- 
sion of it, he is hypocrite as well as 
slave. Not, however, vindictively does 
the victim feel this delight ; but, he feels 
it because he now sees placed before the 
nation the proof, that he was right, and 
because, if his advice be still rejected, 
he shall have a fair claim to assert, that, 
if his advice had been attended to, these 
evils would never have existed. 

Judge, then, my Lorp Dokz, (if the 
present state be such as the peers now 
confess,) of the state of things towards 





which we are approaching, aud that, 
too, at a rapid pace of te this atate of 
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things, with the class of working people 
thus prepared ; if a sudden blowing up 
of country banks were again to come 
(and if it come again it must be general); 
if, with a people thus prepared, that 
state of barter, within forty-eight hours 
of which we were in December 1825, 
were actually to come, what do you 
think must be the consequence? What 
do you think the empty-bellied wretch, 
with scarcely a shirt to his back, would 
have to tender to the butcher and the 
miller, in exchange for food, in exchange 
for that food which he must and would 
have? No answer need be given to this 
y crag ye all that we need to know is, 
that it may possibly happen, if things go 
on as they now are going ; and the bare 
possibility is quite sufficient to induce a 
Prime Minister to set himself seriously 
about timely measures of prevention. 
In such a case soldiers are of no use; 
nothing is of any use that cannot pro- 
duce the food to pacify the hungry. 
Therefore, let measures of prevention 
be adopted in time; and of those mea- 
sures of prevention I shall now proceed 
to speak ; first, however, reminding you, 
that there is, at this moment, a sort of 
quiet commotion existing in every part 
of the country. That the people of pro- 
perty, in the parishes in the ithmediate 
neighbourhood of this overgrown town, 
should, in order to protect the property 
of each other (for which, observe, they 
find the law, with all its increased ter- 
rors, insufficient) ; that they should be 
everywhere imposing a real tax upon 
themselves, and pressing their own per- 
sons into actual service for this purpose 
is not so very snrprising ; but, that this 
should be the case throughout nearly 
the whole country; that persons of pro- 
rty should everywhere be entering 
into ‘* Associations,” not for the purpose 
of guarding their country against the 
inroads of any enemy, but of guarding 
their houses, shee barns, their granaries, 
their storehouses and warehouses,against 
those who are actually their own work- 
people, is a fact not less notorious than 
it ought to be appalling to a person in 
your situation. This evil must go on 
increasing; and it must lead to some 
dreadful crisis in the affairs of this coun- 


try, unless timely measures of preven. 
tion be adopted: of these measures, 
therefore, I now proceed to speak. 
I have shown, in the Toregoing Lec. 
tures, that the TAXES are the cause of 
that misery which directly leads to the 
dangers above described ; and, it follows " 
of course, that there can be no remedy, © 
which does not include the removal of 
that cause; that is to say, the taking of 
of a very large portion of the taxes, 
There are some persons, however, who © 
cannot, for the lives of them, be able to | 
perceive; or, at least, they cannot be 
made to acknowledge, that taxes can be 
the cause of this misery. To such per- 
sons I in vain produce the fact, that the 
paupers have gone on regularly increas- 
ing in number (in spite of the laws to 
restrict that number) in exact propor- 
tion as the amount of taxes has increased. 
In vain do I, in addressing such per- 
sons, appeal to the settled opinions of 
all mankind from the very origin of civil 
society ; in vain do | show that, if a pat 
of my earnings be taken fromi me and 
given to another, who in return gives 
me nothing, I am and must be a loser 
by the transaction. In vain do I show, | 
that to take money from me in taxes, 10 
keep up a standing army, for instance, 
is precisely the same thing, as affecting 
my well-being, as if the soldier actually 
came at my dinner-time and cut off and 
took away part of my meat and my 
bread. In vain do I show fo such per 
sons, over and over again, even to wea 
risomeness, imposing a heavy burden 
upon the patience of my readers, thal 
each class. shifts the burthen from ts 
own shoulders to the class beneath it, !" 
such great proportion that, at last, the 
far greater part of the weight falls upo" 
the lowest class of all, an observation, the 
truth of which is manifested in the prac 
tice of paying wages out of the poor 
rates. Not a farthing does the farme? 
express a wish to have taken from the 
fundholder, the dead-weight man, the 
soldier, the sailor, the placeman, the 
nsioner, or even from the tax-gathere! 
imself: he leaves all these untouched, 
but flies upon the labourer with the claws 
ofa wae He is afraid to touch those, 








or to think of touching jhose, who ar 
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hove his control; yet,;as he must 
sduct from somebody, or be rained him- 
if, he falls with an unsparing hand 


ie) 


on the miserable labourer. Childish 
worse than childish are all the 
pughts of legislative interference to 
svent wages from being paid out of 
oor-rates, unless that interference 
end toa taking off of a large part of 
taxes. Relieve the farmer from 
t weight, and he will not have even 
esire to reduces his labourer to half 
rvation. 
To take off the taxes, then, my Lorp 
ykE, is the remedy, and J will by- 
1-by offer you my opinion with regard 
the manner of effecting that great 
ect. The miserable palliatives, the 
re contrivances, that have been re- 
ted to, are altogether beneath your 
ice. The Finance Committee, unless 
vere to make a report embracing a 
position to bring the whole amount of 
taxes under twenty millions a-year, 
be of no more usé than a Committee 
any set of coffee-house politicians. 
2 weight is too great to be dealt with 
a lighthand. It must be diminished 
so great a degree that a complete 
nge must take place, not only in the 
nner of conducting the affairs of the 
jon ; not only in its establishments of 
ry description ; but, in the scale of 
harging those obligations by which 
fashionable to regard the nation as 
vocably bound. 
he remedy, then, and the only re- 
ly that can be effectual, is clear! 
ressed in the NORFOLK PETI- 
JN, which has been abused, but 
ch has never been answered ; which 
met with all the ill-treatment and 
language which stupid and corrupt 
h are capable of bestowing on any 
§ which they dislike ; but never has 
2 been one single instance in which 
oning, or even an attempt at reason- 
has been opposed to this petition, 
h prayed, 1. That there might be a 
great reduction of the salaries of 
persons in the pay of the public. 
at pensions, not fully merited by 
known services to the public, might 
lished. 3. That all sin and 
ls might be abolished also, 4, That 
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the interest of the national debt might 
be reduced. 5. That the army, except 
a guard of honour to the King, might be 
discharged. 6. That the dead-weight 
might be so reduced as to take away 
all allowances, except in the cases of 
wounds, very long service, or other cir- 
cumstances justly demanding an appeal 
to the national bounty. 7. That an 
EQUITABLE ADJUSTMENT of all 
contracts between man and man might 
take place. 8. That the Crown lands 
might be sold for the public benefit. 
9. That a large part of the public pro- 
perty, commonly called Church pro- 
perty, and not necessary to insure the 
due performance of religious offices, 
might also be sold, or otherwise applied 
to the public use. And, 10, That, pre- 
vious to all these, or concurrently with 
them, there might be a reform in the 
| Commons’ House of Parliament. 
These, I am sincerely convinced, cone 
stitute the only remedy, and the only 
means of preventing the final result of 
that horrid state of things so feelingly 
described by the magistrates of War- 
wickshire. There is, perhaps, very little 
likelihood of my ever having a seat in 
the House of Commons as it is now con- 
stituted ; but, if I had, for the adoption 
of every one of these measures would I 
move ; for I could not reconcile it to 
my conscience to exist in this state of 
things one single day, without doin 
every thing in my power to put an en 
toit. J might, in such case, hear, per- 
haps, something in the shape of reason 
in opposition to my propositions. ~ The 
more of reasoning about them the better ; 
for I am convinced, that, at the end of 
every discussion, the public would re- 
ceive fresh confirmation of the justice 
and necessity of that which I should 
have to propose; and, I believe, that, 
even in my present state, if every man 
in the kingdom, who can read, could 
have an opportunity of reading these — 
Lectures which I now address to you, 
the matter would be settled in a very 
aoe chitin no sinaanatalti 
all not, here, the ts 
which I have, at various times, used in 
support of the above propositions ; but 





there are two of them upon which, at 
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the risk of repetition and all its make| 


quences upon my readers, I shall make 
observations : these two are, the propo- 
sition for a reduction of the interest of 
the debt, and for making a reform wn 
the Commons’ House of Parliameut. 
With regard to the first of these, itis 
rather curious to observe, what a turn 
things have taken of late years. About 
five years ago, there were several per- 
sons in the House of Commons who 
openly adopted my doctrine of the jus- 
tice and necessity of reducing the in- 
terest of the debt. But | had not then 
thought it necessary to state the conco- 
mitant measures! Those who felt them- 
selves sinking by degrees into nothing, 
who perceived their estates sliding away 
from them into the hands of the loan- 
mongers and fundhelders, were so far 
from being averse to my propositions 
that they really approved of them, while, 
however, their base press reviled me as 
having fraudulent designs, just as if it 
were I, and not the landowners, that 
stood pledged to pay the money. It then 
became fashionable to accuse me of 


going too far, while they secretly wished 
to go a great deal further than I had 
ever proposed, and to keep the army and 
the church with all their enormous 
emoluments untouched, while they swept 
away those who had lent them the money, 
Thus treated ; seeing thus that they ex- 


pected first to blacken me, and then, by 
slow degrees to go beyond what I had 
ever proposed, | brought ont my conco- 
mitants, in the Nos:oze Perition ; 
and, from that moment, these candid and 
honest gentry appear to have heen si- 
lenced for ever, The in'‘erest of the debt 
was, to be sure, to be reduced; but, 
then, away went the salaries, the pen- 
sions, the grants, and all the enormous 
emoluments of the dead-weight, the 
army, and the church. 

Sul, there was one man, Sir James 
Garanam, of Netherby, “ descendant of 


John with the bright sword,” who had 
the hardihood, or the folly, 


the work of retrenchment, by 
one-third of the interest o 
holders, leaving all the ex) 


penses, and 
particularly leaving the army, the dead- 
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weight, and the church, wholly untouched, 


Bright, and even sharp, as the sword of 
this baronet’s ancestor might be, it way 
not so bright and so sharp as my pen, 
which cleft the descendant of the hero in 
twain, and killed him, as an author, a 
completely as if he had been shot with § 
a musket. * : 
Oh! no, my Lorp Dog, to take fron © 
the fundholders without an equitable” 
adjustment, would be robbery and ty. 
ranny; and there cay be no such thing 
as equity in any adjustment unless every 
shilling which: is uselessly expended be 
first lopped off; unless every shilling’ 
worth of property appertaining to the 
public be first disposed of and brought 
account. All must go on as it is going} 
on, until the natural and terrible end 
shall arrive, unless there be a 
EQUITABLE ADJUSTMENT 
of the whole. I remember that wher 
that excellent nobleman, Loxp Fotki: 7 
stons (now Earl Radnor), merely 
mooted in the House of Commons, the 
question of a reduction of the interest ol 
the debt, and hinted, if I recolled 
rightly, at. accompanying: that measure 
with a general adjustment of the pect 
niary affairs of the nation; 1 remember, 
that, when his Lordship, whose know 
ledge as to these matters, yields to tha 
of no man living; 1 remember, ‘bal 
veben he did this, and with that too-gret 
diffidence which always marks his co” 
duct in such cases, the saucy. Canniré 
fell foul of him, as the sailors call it, # 
if he himself had been the doctor, and# 
if the Nosre Lorn, had been an iner 
perienced, a pert, and thoughtless de 
claimer and an upstart into the bargalt; 
and, what was. still worse, the sav‘) 
Cawnine drew forth a laugh and‘ 
cheer! Having thus, incidentally, it 
troduced the name of the Bane & 
Rr, I cannot help, however out d 

it may, to some s, seem ? 

, stating, in the way of answer to 


rts in the newspapers, relative to bt 
| 1, « Lordship’s intention to put’ me into Pe" 
you please, distinctly to propose to begin | liament, that, in the 


first place, not of 
one bint # 
to me, nor me" 


him ‘that, though I eoald ™ 
but funew, that. hin Dordship sng © 
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ome time or other, be likely to have it! such as I ought to applaud. If his 


his power to do this, I never enter- 
ained any expectation that he would do 
; thirdly, if he were to do it, 1 should 
sel an additional weight upon my 
boulders, because, besides my natural 
nxiety todo my duty in such a manner 
s not to tarnish my own hard and ho- 
estly-acquired fame, I should have upon 

y mind the further and greater anxiety 

f so acting as not to cause disappoint- 
ment, and to excite regret in the mind 
f his Lordship; fourthly, that, if his 
rdship (supposing both of us to live 
ill the arrival of a suitable occasion) 
hould. not bestow on me the very 
high honour of this new and striking 
mark of his good opinion and confidence, 
ar will it be from me ever to ask, or to 
expect to receive, any account of his 
asons ; and, lastly, that I shall ascribe 
his declining to do it to some good and 
sufficient and even honourable motive, 
and that, though my wishes may possibly 
be otherwise, I shall not, on that account, 
hink otherwise of him, than I now do, 
and that is, that he is as upright, as sin- 
ere, as humane, and as just a man, a 
wan as tenacious of truth and of his 
ord, as I have ever known in the whole 
ourse.of my life; and withal, as to the 
affairs of the nation, a man of sounder 
judgment and more profound knowledge 
than any other that I have ever known 
an any rank or station. Besides, I am 
ulready under never-to-be-forgotten ob- 
Jigations to his Lordship, who, contemn- 
mg my revilers, and setting at nought 
he insinuations, the jibes, and the slan- 
bers of the foul-tongued press of London, 
publicly placed his name, with a consi- 
lerable sum against it, to promote my 
election at Preston; and, which I re- 
member with a still . degree of 
gratitude, he stood up my unqualified 
Helender in the House of Commons, 
yhile 1 myself was in prison in Newgate, 
aid that he visited. me in- that prison, 
nd dared my aspersers to make good 
y 2 against my character or con- 
aly wae x “ that, it hie 
isty .any man, if his 
Lordship should not, at some future time, 
to that which may y 


accord with) 


Lordship were to be called on by those 
of the same station with himself toaccount 
for his ‘‘ strange taste,” evinced by his 
keeping up an intercourse, for so long a 
time (twenty-seven years), with so 
“coarse” a person, he might, and he 
would, as to personal matters, answer, 
that in the course of that great length of 
time, he was never addressed by me, 
either verbally or in writing, with the 
omission of the smallest part of that style 
and form, due to his rank from an utter 
stranger; he would say that he never 
knew a man less obtrusive, less encroach- 
ing, less presuming, less deficient in 
good manners; he would say, that no 
condescensiop, no kindness, on his part, 
no deference that he might show for my 
opinions, ever, in one single instance, 
produced in me even an approach to- 
wards unbecoming familiarity ; he would 
say, that the intercourse was always 
perteotly free from every thing resem- 

ling hanghtiness on the one side, and 
servility on the other, And, as to public 
grounds, what would his Lordship have 
to do, but to point to my writings, and 
to say, “had those writings been at- 
“ tended to with only one-thousandth 
‘‘ part of the assiduity which has been 
‘employed to crush their author, our 
“ estates and those of cur children would 
‘‘ not now have beeu in jeopardy,” 

_ To return to the point at which [ began 
this digression ; 1 remember well the in- 
solence of the saucy Cannine to his 
Lordship, when the latter merély mooted 
the question of a reduction of the inte- 
rest of the debt; and when he asked, 
whether the country was to suffer inva- 
sion, and extinction as an independent 
nation, rather than resort to such reduc~ 
tion. Now, if any thing should slip out 
from the Finance Committee, suggesting 
either directly or indirectly, either long- 
ways or ennes-age 3.if any hint, either 
distant or close at hand, should be thrown 
out by. this Committee, relative to the 
necessity of a reduction of the interest of 
the debt, what a triumph will there be 
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port, which will be of no use whatever ; 
a report which will be perfectly nuga- 
torv as to any good to the nation. 

The great obstacle to a reduction of 
the interest of the debt, and without such 
reduction there can be no real relief, and 
no stop put to the progress of the deso- 
lations of taxation; the great, and in- 
deed, the only obstacle to such reduc- 
tion is, that it never can take place, 
that it never can be suffered, so long as 
the army, the dead-weight, and the other 
causes of taxation remain untouched ; 
and, to touch these, is to touch the very 
vitals of those who have the greatest 
desire to see the interest of the debt 
reduced. Gladly would they reduce the 
interest of the debt: the descendant of 
John with the bright sword has had the 
profound wisdom to express this wish in 
print, and to put his name to the docu- 
ment. Not the smallest doubt exists in 
the mind of any rational man, that he did 
not put the expression of that wish upon 
paper, and deliberately send it to the 
press, till he had shown it to many of his 
friends, All these, would, unquestion- 
ably concur with him in the wish, while 
hardly any one would be found to dis- 
suade him from sending it forth to the 
world, though few, probably, would 
have liked to take a share in his risk. 
Taking this circle of friends for the na- 
tion at large, or, which is the probabls 
fact, thinking that the rest of the nation 
was nothing, out came his declaration; 
out came his propositions ; and, if ever 
publication was received with unquali- 
fied and general execration, it was that 
of Sir James Granam. 

I have no means of knowing how 
those persons felt who had affected to 
regard the Norro.tx Peririon as re- 
commending confiscation and plunder ; 
but, if they really regarded that petition 
m this light, in what light must they 
have regarded the proposition of this 
Baronet, who, without any qualification 
whatever, recommended, urged the ne- 
cessity of, taking away at once a third 
part of the property of every fundholder 
in the kingdom, and that, too, while he 
left ail those other bodies, who were 

livi =< the taxes, without experienc- 
ing of a single farthing * What! 





exclaimed one person, are the nation’s 
necessities so great as to justify the non. 
payment Of the interest of the debt, while 
those who have received grants even out 
of the loans themselves, are still to con- 
tinue to enjoy those grants in their full 
amount ? What! exclaimed another, 
am I, who lent my money on the faith 
ofan Act of Parliament, to have a third 
part of my interest confiscated to begin 
with, and, of course, a third part of my 
principal, while that half pay, which 
may, for aught I know, be received 
by Sir James Granam’s relations, is 
moulded into a new national debt, the 
interest of which is to be paid without 
any deduction? What! exclaimed a 
third, is a third part of the interest of my 
loan to be taken from me by a mere act 
of that Parliament, who borrowed the 
money of me, while the clergy of the 
church of England, who, in addition to 
all their other enormous emoluments, 
have had given to them, by the same 
parliament, sixteen hundred thousand 
pounds: out of the loans, still to keep 
that sixteen hundred thousand pounds, 
without a farthing of reduction from any 
of their revenues? What! exclaimed 
every man of sense and of justice, are 
the distresses of the nation such as to 
call for this act, contrary to so many 
acts of parliament ; must it, in order to 
preserve iis very existence as a nation, 
lake away a third part of what it owes 
te those who lent the money ! «is it ar- 
rived at this point of dire necessity, and 
yet, can it still find the means of sup- 
porting a prodigious ‘standing army 10 
time of peace, a dead-weight equal in 
expense to all the expenses of the Ame- 
rican government, debt included; and 
can, in this state of dire necessity, find 
the means of paying without the smallest 
deduction, bands of placemen, pension- 
ers, sinecurists, grantees, and of carry- 
ing on what are called improvements, 
upon a scale, and to an amount, pe!- 
fectly astounding to think of ¢ 

This is a proposition that never can 
be adopted, - unaccompanied .by the 
other measures prayed for in the Nor- 
tolk Petition ; and that. those measures, 
to any — like an adequate.extent, 





can never be adopted without a reform 
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the Commons House of Parliament, 
m perfect! convinced. Now, there- 
», fam about to address you upon 
t subject, intending to show that such 
orm, and that right speedily, is both 
t and expedient. 
On the score of justice, appeals have, 
both sides, been made to the ancient 
s of the country. I shall make no 
h appeal, the circumstances having 
ally changed. It is curious, that 
en we appeal to the ancient law and 
nciples of the constitution, in case of 
innumerable innovations, which have 
en continually taking place during the 
st forty years ; when we say that stand- 
y armies and barracks ; that transport- 
jon for poaching; that taking away 
n’s property and imprisoning and 
stigating their persons without trial by 
y; that shutting men up in their 
uses from sunset to sunrise, and trans- 
riing them for seven years, for an 
sence therefrom exceeding fifteen mi- 
ites, and this, too, not only without 


Mial by jury, but. without the presence 


a judge of assize; when we say that 


Mese things, and innumerable others 


gat might be mentioned, were wholly 
Mknown to the ancient, the Jong-conti- 
hing, and venerated Jaws of our coun- 
, we are told in answer, that the ** ex- 
cellence of our admirable constitution 
is, that it can change, so as to accom- 
modate itselfto any new set of circum- 
stances that may at any time arise ; ” 
it when we suggest, that every man 
0 pays a tax ought to have a voice in 
> choice of the persons who impose 
at tax, and that now, therefore, the 
ffrage ‘ought to be universal, we are 
d, by our opponents and revilers, that 
P want to overturn the constitution, 
nd, to use the words of Mr. Rosrnson, 
make every thing “ topsy-turvy.” 
ere the ancient laws, which confine 
€ privilege of voting to certain posses- 
ons and tenures, are by no means to 
departed from! Here the ancient 
ws are to be inflexible as those of the 
edes and. Persians! Here nothing is 
give way, and the Constitution must 
totally overturued, if we touch only 
bit of the mortar of the building. . 
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every man in England was this; NOT 
TO BE TAXED WITHOUT HIS 
OWN CONSENT, given by himself 
or by some one of whom he had a voice 
in the choosing. This was the law of 
England as relating to this matter. The 
privilege of voting was restricted to per- 
sons of certain property or station. The 
people at large do not appear to have 
voted; but, then, the people at large 
never saw the face of a tax-gatherer, 
and never paid any tax. Little was it 
to them in what manner the government 
raised the little money it did raise; for 
no part of it came out of the sweat of the 
people at large. There were no assessed 
taxes, no land taxes, no stamp taxes, no 
legacy taxes, no excise, no tax on any 
thing consumed by the people at large. 
The King had no taxes raised for him : 
he kept himself, and paid his officers of 
state and administrators of justice, out 
of the receipts of his own exchequer, 
which consisted of the amount of his 
own revenues, his lands, his wardships 
and other branches of revenue belong- 
ing to his crown. When grants were 
made by the Parliamenj to aid him on 
any extraordinary occasion, it might be 
a matter of news amongst the common 
people ; but such grants never affected 
their purses. There was no militia; 
but the nobility, in fact, out of their own 
means, aided the King in defence of his 
kingdom ; and whatever portion of the 
people they gathered about them on 
such occasions, they fed and armed out 
of their own private resources, 

In those days, indeed, there were 
clear reason and justice in the great pri-’ 
vileges demanded and enjoyed by the 
nobles: they had a right to great and 
exclusive privileges: in their own per- 
sons and at their own expense they kept 
the country defended against foreigners ; 
and the people had no reason for de- 
manding a share in making the lawa, 
because no law could be passed to take 
money out of their pockets. But, now- 
a-days, when the burthen of defending 
the country is thrown personally upon 
the people at large; when every man, 
however poor, is compelled to quit his 
home if called upon, and to carry arms, 
& copsequenes of at ballot, to the chances: 





Now, my Lorv Doxs, the right of 











en « a 
spate 
a * a 


a- 


| 
t 
t. 
Ht 


PT = 
eT 
Ep ayiino® 


ey 


. Se ee 


Y 
. 
¥ 
































275 


of which he is annually subjected ; when, 
at whatever risk to his health and his 
life, with whatever inconvenience or 
loss, with whatever pangs inflicted on 
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of Commons, the déclaration 6f Lox» 
Grey, Mr. Tierney, -the present Dux, 
of Beprorp and many others, stating to 





parents, wives, and children, the com- 
mon people are compelled to assume the 
military garb, and bend their necks down 
to military discipline; when every hu- 
man being existing in the country is 
taxed, and heavily taxed; when a man 
cannot turn his barley into beer, or his 
fat into candles ; when he cannot gather 
the hops from the hedge of his garden, 
and apply them to the use for which na- 
ture intended them, and which a gra- 
cious Providence has sent him for his 
comfort; when things are thus changed, 
is there to be no change in that part of 
the law which relates to the important 
right of choosing those by whom the laws 
are to be made! 

It requires more, ny Lorp Douxxz, and 
a great deal more patience than I am 
master of, to answer this question with- 
out feelings of indignation at reflecting 
on the cause which makes it proper for 
me to putit. Reason can give no an- 
swer to such a question. Power only 
can meditate an answer. Justice is 
clearly on the side of the people: and, 
now, let us see whether it not erpe- 
dient that power should listen to the 
voice of justice. 

It was so clear that all the great evils 
of the first American War, evils which 
are not even yet felt in their full weight, 
arose entirely from a want of the people 
having a due share of influence in the 
Parliament; this was so clear, that 
Prrr, the old Duxe of Ricamonp, Wi- 
BERFORCR, and many other men of great 
note, embodied themselves, with a reso- 


lution to effect a reform. The Duxe of 


RKicamonp went so far as to write and 
publish a plan of taking the votes by 
universal suffrage ; and Pirr declared, 
in his place in the Parliament, that, 
without a reform in the House of Com- 
mons, NO HONEST MAN COULD 
BE MINISTER IN ENGLAND. 
Picr having become. Minister himeelf, 
and not appearing disposed to make 
god his protessions and pl , his op- 
ponents took the cause in hand; and 
there still lies on the table of the House 
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the House; that only a very small por. 
tion of the people was represented at all; 
that this produced enormous evils, and 
must lead to evils still more enormous: 
stating that the petitioners were ready 7 
to prove at the bar of the House all the © 
allegations contained in the petition ; and — 
concluding by praying, that a Reform 
of that House might speedily take place, 
All these persons have since been | 
in power, all of them have since been 
Ministers in one station or another, but 
never has any one of them, being thus 
in power, proposed to make that reform, 7 
which, when they were out of power, | 
they had represented as necessary to 
the good and safety of the country. 
With the French war arose, amongs 
the people in this country, an anxious 
hope of obtaining a reform. The 
persons in power, and in authority, o 
every description, believing, or affect- 
ing to believe, that a reform in the Par 
liament would end in a total overthrow 
of the Aristocracy, the Church, and the 7 
Throne, as a. sudden convulsion had 
done in France, seemed to have ga- 
thered themselves firmly together, and 
to. have resolved to render the French 
Revolution abortive; to produce 4 
counter-revolution in that country, 4 
the only effectual means of preventin 
the example from being adopted \ 
England ; not attempting to try the ex- 
periment of satisfying the people o 
England. by that very reform, to which 
the prayers of the ple. were stil 
confined, and which so many amongs! 
themselves, the then Prime Minisiet 
being one, had repeatedly and sulemnly 
represented as a right, which the people 
were called upon to demand, and the 
enjoyment of which right by the people, 
was absolutely necessary to the salely 
of the Constitution and the Crown. 
Thus, then, my Lorp Duxe, ! ° 
fatal war of 1793, originated solely “ 
a desire to this reform. , ‘This 
is a fact that no man can deny, and 
{ beg you to mark it..well, before y° 
look over the picture which the ¢o™ 
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»s. Before we boys that war against 
Parliamentary Reform, the amount of 
axes required was SIXTEEN MIL- 
LIONS a year: the amount of taxes 
now required annually (including the 
expense of collecting and management, 


MILLIONS a year; so, that, we are 
paying FORTY FOUR MILLIONS 
terling, a year, which sum we have 
been paying annually for thirty years 
past, and which sum (if this system 
ould last so long), our great grand- 
children would have to pay afier us; 
FORTY FOUR MILLIONS a year, 
I repeat, solely on account of the rejec- 
tion of the prayers of the people, that 
their own House of Parliament might 
be reformed, and that they might have 
a voice in choosing those who imposed 
taxes upon them. 

This is a fact wholly undeniable. 
The real cause of going to war with 
France is as notorious as day-light. 
The immediate cause of this or that 
treaty of alliance; the wisdom or the 
folly of this or that subsidy ; the justice 
or injustice of any of the intervening 
transactions; the question of the policy 
orthe impolicy of this or that mode of 
proceeding, respecting the enemy ; the 
amount of the glory as set against that 
of the disgrace ; the good or the bad of 
sinking funds or other such-like inven- 
tions : all these are nothing to the result: 
here is the summing wp of the account : 
we had annually sixteen millions of 
taxes to pay before the war began, and 
now, at the distance: of thirteen years 

om its termination, we have sixty 
millions a year to pay ; to which isto be 
added, you will be pleased to observe, 
five millions and a half for additions 
made to the poor rates, since the begin- 
ning of that fatal war! So that, that 
war against a reform in the house ef 
Commons; for in that it began, how- 
ever it might end ; that war is now cost- 
ing us, lacking only five hundred thousand 
pounds of rirry miniions of pounds 


‘Sterling a year! It signifies nothing to 


tell me, or tellany man of sense, that 
we had, at last, to carry on the war of 
our existence; that our shores were 
threatened, and That the enemy seriously 


IXTY | 


intended to invade and plunder the 
country, and make us his slaves, and 
that it. was necessary, merely for our 
safety, to contract these enormous debts 
and engagements : it signifies nothing to 
tell me, that we had a Devil to beat 
down, after having raised the Devi) up. 
It did become necessary to beat him 
down; but is it not clear, that this Devil 
never would have existed, had he not 
been created by foreign interference 
in the affairs of the country.. Therefore, 
we come back, at last, to the monstrous - 
fact, that this glorious war has cost us, 
is costing us, and will (as long as this 
system shall continue) cost us and our 
miserable children, fifty millions of 
pounds sterling a year, lacking one half 
million. 

Lorpv Mixron said (during the last 
session of Parliament, [ think it was) 
that all our present distresses and diffi- 
culties, were to be fairly ascribed to 
those who urged on the war against 
France. He hinted, that he knew well 
enough, that a venerable relation of his 
was amongst the number, and he added, 
that he did not pretend to say, whether 
those urgers on were right or wrong, 
but merely to insist upon the fact,. that 
all the present difficulties and miseries 
of the country were fairly ascribable to 
them. Nothing could be more true than 
this, and nothing would have been. more 
candid if his Lordship had but taken 
this opportunity of cancelling his 
former charges against the’ reformers, 


rand of ack...wledging, that if reform, 


instead of war, had been resorted to in 
1793, all these difficulties and distresses 
would have been avoided, Whether, 
however, he make this acknowledg- 
ment or not, no change will.thereby be 
made in the nature of the facts, which 
remain established beyond all. doubt, 
and are of notoriety sufficient to place 
them beyond all the powers of per- 
version. 

Curious, to make use of the expres- 
‘sion of one, whom, in ad ing you, I 
will not otherwise describe, by 
valling him CasrLerEaen; curious, m 
Loap Duke, is the “‘ working of events!” 
Those who urged on the war against 





France, we.¢ actuated by the dread of 
- 
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a change of the representation in Eng- | 
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tuating astate, and the possibility, if not 


land ; and, now, the expenses created by| the probability, of a sudden panic or 


that war; the debts, the taxes, the bur- 
thens of all sorts arising from that very | 


cause, threaten them with a convulsion 
a great deal more terrible than any 


blowing up, so manifest, that even now 
it is not certain, that a reform itself could 
prevent evils much easier to imagine 
than pleasant to describe. One thing 


which could, at that time, according to| however is certain, that, the longer the 


any reasonable calculation, have taken 
place in consequence even of a reform 
of the most democratical description. 
I defy any human being to produce any 
thing like reason to show, that a reform 
such as would then have satisfied even 
the most sanguine of the Reformers, 
could have possibly led to dangers so 
great, so difficult to be prevented, as the 
dangers which exist at this moment. 
Ah! my Lorp Dvxe, Time is sure to 
bring his revenges ; he is sure to avenge 
insulted and calumniated truth. 

We had, at that time, a mere nothing 
of a debt, compared to that which exists 
now ; vile and depreciated paper money 
had never then been so much as dreamt 
of; aman would then have been thought 
mad, at that time, who should have 
seemed to suppose it possible that the 
Bank would ever be unable to pay its 
notes in gold; no legal-tender Bills 
had ever then been passed, dirty small 
notes had never made their filthy ap- 
pearance, the word panic, as applied to 
the nation's affairs, would not have been 
understood ; whatever little Banks there 
were about the country, might have 


stopped payment and been a subject of 


laughter; and, if any man had said, 
that we might at every moment have 
been placed within forty eight hours of 
Barter, he would have been turned 
from, asa person fitted for a mad-house : 
the nation was prosperous, there were 
nene of the elements of confusion and 
devastation in existence ; and a reform 
of the Commons’ House of Parliament, 
might have been made without the 
smaliest danger to the just rights of the 
Crown or the Peers, and without any 
human being ever casting his eye 
towards the property of the church. ~ 
See, then, the consequences of a 
want of timely reform! all is now 
changed: the debts are now so great, 
the taxes so heavy, the currency in such 
an uncertain, and in so incessantly fluc- 





‘measure be delayed, the more fatal the 


consequences will be. I have before 
shown, that the progress of evil, cannot 
be stopped without a reduction of the 
interest of the debt; that this cannot 
take place until the other above-men- 
tioned measures have been adopted, 
while it must be clear to every man of 
mere common sense, that those mea- 
sures cannot be adopted, without a reform 
in the parliament, which reform, by a 
strange turnof events, now appears to 
me to offer the only protection for the 
estates of those, who urged on the war, 
to prevent its adoption, twenty-six years 
ago. For, even supposing that the thing 
could goon just in its present way, fora 
great length of time; even supposing 
that present prices were to continue 
along with present taxes, less than twenty 
years, and, probably, less than ten, would 
required totake every inch of land from 
the whole of the present posséssors, unless 
such of them as partake largely of the 
taxes. By men of landed estate, there- 
fore, Reform ought to be sought with the 
greatest earnestness, They may pine 
away in quiet; but even, | repeat, at 
present prices and present taxes, every 
inch of land must pass from them or 
their descendants in a com tively 
short space of time. A Parliament 
chosen by the people would, at last, in 
spite of all recollections, save these men 
who have always been the bitterest ene- 
mies of reform and the most persevering 
persecutors of reformers. . 

Belore I conclude, let me put again 
upon record, my opinions with regard to 
the law now in force, relative to the ex- 
tinction of the one pound notes, The 
newspapers tell us, that the country 
bankers have been with you. Itis not 
very difficult to guess at the nature of 
their errand. It is not to be 8 
that they do not wish to continue their 
‘« profession,” as it was called by 4 
country banker in the House of Com- 
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ons; that profession makes, probably, 
undred thousand idlers, who are kept, 
incipally, by deductions from the food 
the labourer and the artizan. They 
ll have represented to you, that the bill 
hich is to go into full effect in about 
rteen months from this time, will, in 
ite of all the Corn Bills in the world, 
ing down wheat on an average of 
asons, to four shillings the bushel or 

; that the taxes (still remaining what 
ey are now) will, in effect, receive an 
ldition of one third; that no rents can 
possibly be paid for land ; that the mer- 
ants and manufacturers, as well as 
he farmers will be ruined, or, rather, 
ill take the last step,in the progress of 
heir ruin; that the want of employ- 
ent will be still greater than it is now; 
d that general confusion may be daily 


nd hourly expected ; and that, there- 


re, the Bill ought to be repealed, 
Believe all their premises, my Lorp 
ux, but scout their conclusion: say 
them, when they insist on what they 
all a liberal extension of the currency ; 
hy to them, with the old gentleman in 
be caricature, whose fat footboy, in 
utting on the coat of his lean prede- 
essor, observed that the garment must 
p let out, answered, “ no, sirrah, you 
all be taken in.” Believe their pre- 
ises, for they are all true ; but to their 
nclusion, say, “‘ nay, rooks!” For, 
that Bill be repealed, the country will 
gain be covered with their rags, and 
ere must come, one of two things, a 


n, a general run, upon the Bank of 


ngland and upon all the Country 
anks, followed by total and speedy con- 
ision; or, a stoppage by law of the 
ayments in gold; and the protection 
gainst such payments, when again 
ven, must be given, you will please 


bear in mind, not to the Bank of 


ngland only, but to every issuer of rags 
every corner of the kingdom ; and this 
ould be really and truly, to all intents 
id purposes, the establishment by law 
a currency of assignats which would 
fallibly be followed, and speedily, too, 
y two prices; and, as Mr. Paine em- 
latically observes; two prices are the 
ath of paper money. Then comes 
uproar, then the unappeasable 





animosities, then the boundless confu- 
sion. 

This, however, is a measure, against 
which, the members of the present Mi- 
nistry, especially Mr. Husxisson and 
Mr. Pret, have given pledges, or rather 
“ guarantees,” so solemn, and so often 
repeated, that it is not to be believed 
that such a measure will again be re- 
sorted to. When Mr. Perr looks back 
to the time when he first brought in that 
Bill, which, in the catalogue of our 
woes, will always stand with the name 
of this Oxford Scholar for an epithet, 
he must certainly sink into the earth, 
he must call upon the. earth to open 
and swallow him, if ever it should be 
proposed in his presence, and in a 
Cabinet to which he belongs, to return 
to non-payments in gold. It would be 
a thing so scandalous, fixing such eter- 
nal shame on all the parties to it; it 
would be so clear a declaration of the 
bankruptcy of the State, that it would 
draw forth the scorn of all Foreign Na- 
tions, and would make the people here, 
look upon the Government as a body 
of men lost to all sense of principle, 
and all sense of decency. It would, 
in short, be an act of infamy unparal- 
lelled in its nature as well as in its conse- 
quences, by any act to be found record- 
ed in the history of the world; and 
more to be dreaded than all the rest ; 
it wonld produce the grand FEAST 
OF THE GRIDIRON! This piece 
of monstrous folly as well as of monstrous 
mischief, I regard, therefore, as bein 
utterly impossible. It is a thing, which 
I should declare that even the foolishest 
and wickedest of mankind, would never 
think of. Two prices ruin at once, 
not only all the fundholders, but. all 
annuitants and mortgagees of every de- 
scription. In short, they break up so- 
ciety; they dissolve the community ; 
and they set men at liberty to begin 
things anew. But, rejecting this abo- 
minable scheme, you must resort to some 
other; for, to continue to pay the pre- 
sent taxes, in gold, you will find to be 
impossible, ‘To pay the present taxes, 
without a paper-money in some degree 
depreciated, would produce all the evils 
which I have above supposed to have 
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been stated to you by the Country 
Bankers. The path of safety, therefore, 
leads us back to a great reduction of 
the taxes; this brings us further back 
toa reduction of the interest of the debt, 
and of lopping off the other enormous 
expenses; and this brings us again to 
the necessity of a reform in the Parlia- 
ment, without which, I am firmly per- 
suaded, there is no cure for the evils 
which now exist, and the far greater 
evils which are at hand. 

I have now, my Lozp Dvxe, per- 
formed the duty which I marked out 
for myself three weeks ago. I have 
plainly told you what I think of the si- 
tuation of the country, what I think of 
the causes of that wretched situation, 
and what [ think are the proper reme- 
dies to be adopted. It does not appear 
to me to be likely that [ shall think it 
necessary to address you, in this ela- 
borate manner, again. Your placing 
yourself at the head of the Ministry, 
seemed to me to be a circumstance 
calling upon me for a full and distinct 
expression of these my opinions. You 
will adopt them or reject them, the 
latter being the more probable ; but, as 
in the case of Mr. Ronrnson’s boast of 
1824, here are my opinions upon record, 
their truth or their falsehood being left 
to be decided by TIME ; not, however, 
without an expression of my expecta- 
tion, and, certainly, of my.wish, that the 
decision may put my opponents to 
shame. I distinctly assert, that general 
confusion is not to be avoided without 
a very great reduction in the taxes ; 
I distinctly state, that, without that re- 
duction, confusion must arise either from 
carrying the present law into full effect, 
or, from another bank-restriction, and 
that, if you repeal the present law, and 
do not resort to that open bankruptcy to 
which a bank-restriction would amount, 
“panic” afier panic will come, till, 
at last,some fit, stronger than any 
former one, will blow the whole fabric 
into the air: and, I thus solemnly record 
these my opinions, in order that ‘my 
triumph may be, not only complete, but 
notorious to the whole nation. And, 
my Lory Dvxs, it is worth your while 





your predecessors, all of whom have 
studiously rejected my advice. I muy 
desire, and i do desire, that my triumph 
may now be greater than ever. I have 
80 La been an object of obloquy and 

rsecution with every branch of power, 
rom the highest to the lowest; it has 
so long seemed to be a point with the 
Ministers and the Parliament to do 
nothing that might by possibility re- 
dound to my credit, and to do any thing, 
no matter how foolish or mischievous, 
that tended to give the lie to my slate- 
ments and my opinions, that, even if | 
were to dismiss resentment from my 
bosom, (which I do not affect to do), 
I must desire to see my foes compelled 
to hang their heads with shame. My 
glory will be of no equivocal character; 
my long and perilous warfare has been 
carried on without the aid of any ally 
or auxiliary; of me, it can never be said 
that luck was my helper, that my vic- 
tories arose from my superior numbers, 
from subsidies, or from any extraneous 
succour of any sort: no, my Lox 
Dvxe, no one can say of my victories, 
that they were ever purchased by 4 
waste of money or of life; that they § 
ever caused a mouthful to be deducted 
from the meal, ever drew forth a teat § 
from the eye, or a sigh from, the hear! 
of any one soul in that country, which, 
in following the dictates of nature, | 
have always so ardently loved, avd 
which, as Was my duty, i have so long 
and so earnestly endeavoured to serve. 

1 am your humble Servant, 
Wau. COBBETT. 


ee a 
FRIDAY’S GAZETTE, February 2: 








DECLARATION OF INSOLVENCY. 
J. and W. Handley, Burslem, Staffordshit®, 
china manufacturers. 
BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED. 
E. Wright, Manchester, silk mercer. 
BANKRUPT. 


T. R. Fobbing, Essex, victualler. So!* 
Milne and Parry, Te “a? 

E. Mayo,  Craveu-buildi Drury-la* 
woollen- . 


. ’ 
é. Fearn, Bngle-cour, Throgmorton-stree’ 





to reflect on the fate of the long list of 


G. Reade, Manches nkeeper, Sols 
‘theaters 4. en 
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.Cattley, George-street, Mansion-house, 
merchant. 
Manson, Birmingham, draper. Sol. 
er, Lincoln’s Inn-fields, 
J, Carter, Dean-street, Oxford-street, 
er. 
J. Rear, Sloan-street, Chelsea, chemist. 
Godward, Castle-street, Southwark, 
rer. 
Dibden, Bayham-street, Camden-town, 
ler. 





ESDAY'S GAZETTE, February 26. 


a 


CLARATIONS OF INSOLVENCY. 


S. Hills, Darby-street, Rosemary-lane, 
on-brewer, 


BANKRUPTCY ENLARGED, 


C. H. Rich, Benham, Berkshire, from 
h 4, to April 22. 


BANRKUPTCIES SUPERSEDED. 


Charlton, Walthamstow, cattle-dealer. 
Allsop, Nottingham, blackin g-manufac- 


BANKRUPTS, 


Garner, Warwick-lane, Newgate-street, 
ss- butcher. 
Jackaman, Ipswich, money-scrivener. 

C. F. Genden, Somerset-street, Portman- 
¢, bookseller, 

Holland, Rotherhite, linen-draper. 

Odell, Catherine-street, Westminster, 
ng-house-keeper, 

Christie, Liverpool], merchant. 

W. Hall, Liverpool, haberdasher. 

Bell, Keighley, Yorkshire, woolstapler. 
Valton, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, merchant. 
- Marriott, Broad-street, stock-broker. 
Clarridge, Coventry, victualler. 
. Brumfit, Leeds, Yorkshire, victualler. 
Harrison, Liverpool, flour-dealer. 
Palmer, Kent and Essex-yard, High-st., 
chapel, coach-maker. 

Terry, Spread-eagle-court, Threadnee- 
treet, tailor. 

Cooper, Little Russell-street, Govent 
n, haberdasher. 

Bedford, Bristol, brewer. 

A. Vickers, Leeds, Yorkshire, patten- 


r. 


| Armstrong, Penrith, Cumberland, 


Baxter, | wich, Suffolk, linen-draper 
baberdasione. 4 ; 


and J. Wrage, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, 


aressers, 


Crawford, Whitehaven, Cumberland, 


r. 
Hope, Liverpool, joiner and builder. 
Shaw, Liverpool, joiner and builder. 
Sell, Carleton, Cumberland, cattle-dealer. 
i ee ad Hes 
» Sla ers, ters. 
N. Heward ony , York- 


timber-merchant and ship- . 





1, 1828. 


MARKETS. 


CORN EXCHANGE, Fes. 25. 
Current Prices of Grain, Flour, and Seeds, in 
: Pst Lane.” ' 


| Sh. per Qr. 
Wheat—Essex, Kent, and Suf- 
folk, MEW ..0+0ee..4+..45 to 46 to 57 
Norfolk *eeeeeeePeeeeret PF OP cess eevee 44 to 56 
Buck or Brank...... cess cssesess 0 to 0 
Rye.. ee eeeeee tteeee Steere eer sere 29 to 31 
Oats, English Feed.............- 18 to 20 
Potato -sccsceceecccseese 26 to 28 
Poland... Pee tO Oeee seeees 24 to 27 
Beans, tick .. 01. sesccssesece 44 to 48 
Small .. coves. cecccccceese De to 56 
Pease, white .,...+.. CCC Cre eeeeee 40 to 38 
Rye.. ee *®eeeeeeeevn eae OR ee eereeeeee 29 to 3l 
Barley . ..+-.. cececceesssseseses 30 to 32 
Malting ....00 cvccesessece 32 to 34 


eel 
_ 


MARK-LANE, Friday, Feb. 29.—Our market 
continues doll, prices the same as on Monday. 


ARRIVALS. _ 
English Flour . . . 4700 
Wheat... 2750 
Barley. . « 4500 
Oats .. + 3900 
Irish Oats . . . 3050 








. Average price of CORN, for the Week. 


Wheat . . 52s. 2d. 
Barley . . 30s. 10d. 
Oats. . .2is. 2d. 


Rye . . > 3ls, 3d. 
Beans. . 38s. 3d: 
Pease . . 398. 3d. 





SMITHFIELD MARKET, Monday, Feb. 25. 
To sink the offal, per — of 8 lb. 
8 A 


Beef. . 





NEWGATE AND LEADENBALL, Fes. 24. 


At per stone hy the carcase.’ 
Beef, from 
Mutton 
Veal . 
Pork . 





HAY AND STRAW.—Per Load. 
. Hay cs . 3l. 5s. to 41 5. 


Straw. . i 10s, to li.’ 
Clover . « 31, 15s, to Gl, 10s 
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CITY, Fes. 28. 


BACON .—This article has again declined. 
Landed: Sides, 48s. to 50s.; Middles, 48s. to 
49s.; Pork Middles, 52s. to 56s. 


BUTTER.—The stock continues very large, 
particularly of inferior kinds and qualities ; 
and the loss must ultimately be very great.— 
Waterford, 74s. to 80s.; Carlow, 84s. to 94s. ; 
Cork, 82s.; Foreiga, of best quality, 110s. 

CHEESE.—Cheshire, 64s. to 84s ; Double 
Gloster, 66s. to 72s.; Single, 60s, to 68s. 





HOPS. 
Kent, pockets.. 90s, to 105s. 
Sussex .... $28. to 92s. 





—_—— 





COALS. 


Wednesday. 
56 Ships at Market..Sold 23, 
Newcastle Coals ..3ls. 6d. to 37s. 
Sunderland 32s, Od, to 39s, 


70} Ships at Market. . Sold 284. 
Newcastle Coals .. 31s. Od. to 36s. 
Sunderiand ......3is. Od. to 38s. 


Friday. 
Ships at Market, . Sold 394. 


Newcastle Coals ..3ls. Od. to 37s. 
Sunderland ...,.-3ls. Od. to 39s. 


82 





TALLOW MARKET, 


Tallow.......2.+..5ls. 6d. 
Russia tallow candle 45s. 0d. 
Melted stuff...... .. 36s. Od. 
Rough ditto,....... 21s. Od. 
Greaves .....+0...20s8. Od. 





COURSE OF EXCHANGE, 
Printed Prices. on Friday. 


Time. 
3 Ms. 
Short. 
3 Ms, 


Amsterdam . 
Hamburgh. . . 
Paris 3 days Sight 
a 
Frankfort on Maia 
Madrid . .. 


12 2} 
3 3 
« « « 29 30 
. « 2U. 25 60 
- Ex. M. 1504 

- «+ 2 36 @ 


. CF. 








—_—_ 


PRICE OF STOCKS, 29th Feb. 
One o'clock, 
CEUs io eg +6 
enc : - « 84 
: r Cents . 91 f 
New| ewe e St ok ; : 
Consols for Acct. . 





; est buyers. ) 


Markets: 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


One thousand new facts in Science ani Ay 


In a few days, in a closely-printed volum 
with engravings, | 
ARCANA of SCIENCE and the USEF, 
ARTS; or, One Thousand Popular Disco 
ries and Inventions in Mechanical and Ch. 
mical Science, Natural History, Rural Eo 
nomy, Manufactures and Commerce, Dome.’ 
tic Economy, the Fine Arts, &c., with Ph.” 
nomena of the Weather, List of Patem, 
Statistical Tables, &c. Abridged from te 
Transactions of Public Societies, and Scie. 
tific Journals—British and Foreign, of th 
past year. 
By the Editor of “‘ The Mirror.” 


Printed for J. Limbird, 143, Strand. 





This day is published, 
THE WOODLANDS: No. HL. 


The next number will be published on t 
8th March, the nexton the 15th March, t 
next on the 22d March, the next on the 2% 
March, and the eighth and last number a 
the 5th.April. This will complete the wot, 
and then I trust that I shall have made go 
my promise; namely, to fhstruct any 
who chooses to be instructed, how to perium 
every sort of work, relative to timber tre 
and underwood, from the gathering of *§ 
seed to the cutting down the tree or the uni 
wood, and to the turuing of these to te 
proper uses. 


AMERICAN TREE ano SHRUB SEEM 


These will be ready in complete 4s:0* 
ments, including Locust Seeds aud Sass«ft 
Seeds, to be sold at Fleet Street on the a 
March ; so that here will be the Seeds av 
the same time, an account of the mote 
sowing them and of treating the plants. 


In the Press, a new Editior of 


“ PAPER AGAINST GOLD," 
With a DepicaTion to the Duke of We 
lington, late Commander-in-Chief, and ™ 
First Lord of the Treasury. 





The EXAMINER of Sunday next, March 
will be accompanied by a SurPLEMENT “! 
in size to the ordinary paper. Price Se 
pence, the Supplement Gratis. 

Examiner Office, 

26th Feb. 1828. 


a ee = ————— 


Printed by William Johnson’s-court; 
published by him, at 183, Fieet-street. 
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